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	 This is a true story. It is about a 
man whose dream came true.  Since 
grade school, Dale Faughn wanted 
to become a teacher.  Fifty-five years 
ago he did.  He is still a teacher in 
Kentucky today.	
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	 Dale went to college after he 
fought in the war.  The government 
paid for it.  The government pays the 
tuition for all people who have served 
in the armed forces.	
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	 At last Dale could learn to teach.  
He was so happy.  He would study just 
as hard as he always had.  He wanted 
to be a great teacher.  He graduated 
from college with honors.	
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	 Dale met Virginia Chandler while 
he was in college. Dale would see her 
each day in the cafeteria.  They fell in 
love and got married.	
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	 Ginny is the perfect partner for 
Dale.  She finds joy in helping people.  
She has helped Dale fulfill all of his 
dreams.  She has also helped many 
people in their rural community.	



	 In 1949 Dale had a new wife and 
a new job.  He had responsibility.  He 
had to find a way to get the things 
they needed.  Back then, he only 
made about $1800 a year.
     Ginny helped.  She taught school 
that first year.  After that she was a 
substitute teacher.  Even so, it was 
hard to make ends meet.	
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	 One thing is sure, Dale did not 
become a teacher in order to earn a 
lot of money.  He became a teacher 
to make a difference in children’s 
lives.  He wanted to give back. 
     Dale felt called to teach.  He had 
given his life to God.  Now he believed 
he was in God’s service.	
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	 Dale and Ginny had seven 
wonderful children.  They are very 
proud of all of them.  There are 
six boys: Phillip, Stephen, Timothy, 
Nathan, Mark, and Paul.  There is one 
girl, whose name is Ruth.  Sadly, Tim 
passed away in 2003.	
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	 Dale and Ginny have given a lot 
to their community.  Dale has been 
a scoutmaster.  He wanted to help 
shape young lives.	
	 In this photo, Dale is teaching a 
Civil Defense class.  This kind of class 
helps people get ready in case of an 
enemy attack on American citizens.

8



	 Ginny cares for people who are 
sick.  She calls on people who are 
lonely or in need.  She brings them 
kind, encouraging words and gifts.	
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	 Ginny makes many of the 
gifts herself.  Many times she crafts 
homemade pies or jams. She brings 
them along when she visits people 
who need cheer.  Or, Ginny may 
crochet or macrame a gift for them.	



	 Dale has given more than 20 
gallons of blood.  He has helped a 
lot of sick people to get well with that 
donation.	
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	 Dale has also set an example for 
how to stay healthy and strong.  He 
has won dozens of awards for running 
and race-walking.  If you go to 
Fredonia, Kentucky today, you may 
see Dale out jogging!  He jogs three 
miles a day, four or five days a week.  
And he still competes.	



	 Dale has spoken to his community 
about war.  He helps people 
remember the great sacrifices.  He 
reminds them that men lost their lives 
for peace.  He helps his community 
recall that men died for freedom.	
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	 Dale can give so much because 
so much has been given to him.  He 
says that he would not be the man that 
he is today without his “cheerleaders”.  
They are the people who have inspired 
and encouraged him.	
	 One time a student said eleven 
special words to Dale.  These words 
brought him back from being down.  
Another time there were five kind 
words that lifted Dale up.  	
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Dale plays the piano in his church



	 His fellow teachers have been 
kind and friendly to Dale.  They often 
give him articles from papers or 
journals.  These items always interest 
Dale.  They often lead him into a new 
learning adventure.	
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	 Dale has  stored all of these golden 
words and gestures in his soul’s bag 
of treasures.  He has drawn on them 
throughout his life as he needs them.	
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	 In 1998 Dale Faughn was admitted 
into the National Teacher’s Hall of 
Fame.  It is a very high honor.  There 
are only 70 teachers that have ever 
been given such a high honor. Dale 
will always be remembered for the 
greatness he has brought to the field 
of education.  



	 Dale has now been teaching for 
55 years.  He has no thought of retiring.  
He does not even want to slow down.  
Each day he is so excited that he feels 
he is “kind of launched out of bed in 
the morning!”  He continues to be 
a blessing to his Biology students at 
Caldwell County High School.	
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